56o
THUG
PART
three centuries for the Thugs down to 1850. But during the period over which Sir William Sleeman's inquiries extended women never accompanied them on their expeditions, and were frequently even, as a measure of precaution, left in ignorance of the profession of their husbands.
2. Thuggee        The Thugs themselves believed that the operations of i^e cavesm their trade were depicted in the carvings of the Eliora caves, rf Eiiora.    and a noted leader, Feringia, and other Thugs spoke of these
carvings as follows : " Every one of the operations is to be seen there: in one place you see men strangling; in another burying the bodies ; in another carrying them off to the graves. Whenever we passed near we used to go and see these caves. Every man will there find his trade described and they were all made in one night
" Everybody there can see the secret operations of his trade; but he does not tell others of them ; and no other person can understand what they mean. They are the works of God. No human hands were employed on them. That everybody admits."
Another Thug: " I have seen there the Sotha (inveigler) sitting upon the same carpet as the traveller, and in close conversation with him, just as we are when we worm out their secrets. In another place the strangler has got his rumal (handkerchief) over his neck and is strangling him ; while another, the Chamochi, is holding him by the legs." I do not think there is any reason to suppose that these carvings really have anything to do with the Thugs.
3.  Origin           The Thugs did not apparently ever constitute a distinct of the        caste like  the Badhaks, but  were recruited from different
classes of the population. In northern and southern India three-fourths or more, and in Central India about a half, were Muhammadans, whether genuine or the descendants of converted Hindus. The Muhammadan Thugs consisted of seven clans, Bhais, Barsote, Kachuni, Hattar, Garni, Tandel and Rathur: " And these, by the common consent of all Thugs throughout India, whether Hindus or Muhammadans, are admitted to be the most ancient and the great original trunk upon which all the others have at different times and in different places been grafted." * These names,
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